Preliminary studies on pathologic conditions in the testis, epididymis, and the accessory sex glands of cattle have demonstrated that vesiculitis is the most common inflammatory condition in the genitals of Danish bulls. 5 Occasionally, this condition has an acute onset that produces clinical signs and then becomes a chronic disease. 18 Four-polled Hereford bulls approximatedly 1 year of age (1-2 years old) from a farm in southern Brazil were examined by rectal palpation. During this procedure, enlargement of the seminal vesicles was detected. The animals were slaughtered, and samples were collected for bacteriologic and histopathologic examination. Macroscopically, the seminal vesicles were enlarged and firm and contained foci of yellow exudate. The histopathologic examination revealed interstitial seminal vesiculitis with areas of lymphocytic and plasma cell infiltration surrounding alveoli containing suppurative exudate. Varying degrees of fibrosis were found in the glands. Samples of a selected group of organs were available for sectioning.
Preliminary studies on pathologic conditions in the testis, epididymis, and the accessory sex glands of cattle have demonstrated that vesiculitis is the most common inflammatory condition in the genitals of Danish bulls. 5 Occasionally, this condition has an acute onset that produces clinical signs and then becomes a chronic disease. 18 Four-polled Hereford bulls approximatedly 1 year of age (1-2 years old) from a farm in southern Brazil were examined by rectal palpation. During this procedure, enlargement of the seminal vesicles was detected. The animals were slaughtered, and samples were collected for bacteriologic and histopathologic examination. Macroscopically, the seminal vesicles were enlarged and firm and contained foci of yellow exudate. The histopathologic examination revealed interstitial seminal vesiculitis with areas of lymphocytic and plasma cell infiltration surrounding alveoli containing suppurative exudate. Varying degrees of fibrosis were found in the glands. Samples of a selected group of organs were available for sectioning.
For bacteriologic examination, fragments of seminal vesicles were inoculated asseptically onto 5% (w/v) sheep blood agar and incubated aerobically at 37 C for 24-48 hours. Microorganisms from all seminal vesicles were isolated in pure culture. The colonies were beta-hemolytic, smooth, small, and white and had characteristics of the genus Aeromonas (gram-negative rods, oxidase positive, fermentative metabolism, and resistant to vibriostatic agent 2,4,diamino-6,7-diisopropylpteridine, O/129, 150 g). According to the biochemical profile the Aeromonas isolates were classified as Aeromonas hydrophila (Table 1) . 14 There have been no previous reports of seminal vesiculitis in bulls associated with Aeromonas spp. However, in a previous report of the isolation of A. hydrophila from feces of healthy cattle, this species was suggested as an occasional host to Aeromonas. 1 Aeromonas hydrophila isolated from the genital tract of cows was associated with abortion. 28 Nonetheless, bovine seminal vesiculitis associated with other microrganisms such as Actinomyces pyogenes, 4, 5, 8 Escherichia coli, 3 Brucella abortus, 24 Mycoplasma bovigenitalium, 2, 13 Haemophilus somnus, 12 and Pseudomonas aeruginosa 4 have also been described.
Although, some authors consider it unlikely that any bac-terial organisms can migrate up the urethra of bulls to the internal reprodutive organs, 2 others have suggested that the urethra (ascending infection) is a possible route of infection. 3, 4 The homosexual activity of young bulls confined together is high, 3 and if there were an infectious agent within a group of bulls, adequate opportunity for preputial and penile contamination could exist. Dissemination of such organisms could then occur by ascending or by hematogenous routes. Alternatively, infection may have been acquired through fecal or water contamination. A theory concerning the pathogenesis of seminal vesiculitis syndrome in young bulls involves the syncrony of neurophysiologic events that could sporadically falter in bulls, resulting in reflux of spermatozoa and urine into vesicular glands. Semen or urine could cause chemical irritation and loss of glandular integrity, resulting in further colonization by microorganisms. 18 Aeromonas hydrophila isolated in seminal vesiculitis cases does not confirm these hypotheses.
The genus Aeromonas of the family Vibrionaceae is ubiquitous in nature. Some species are pathogens in both homeothermic and poikilothermic animals. In humans, they are associated with intestinal and extraintestinal infections. 10 This large spectrum of infectivity suggests that complex mechanisms (lecithinase, elastase, hemolysin, enterotoxin, and cytotoxin) and structures in the bacterial cell (adherence and invasion) are involved in the pathogenic potential of Aeromonas. 17 To better study the virulence characteristics of the A. hydrophila isolates, the production of enterotoxin, 21 hemolysin, 6 cytotoxin, 22 and extracellular enzymes such as proteinase, 26 elastase, 27 lipase, 27 DNAse, 16 and lecithinase 16 was investigated. A strain of A. hydrophila, CIP 7614, was used as a positive control for these tests, except for the production of elastase and protease in which the positive control was Pseudomonas aeruginosa ATCC 15422. Table 2 shows that in the Aeromonas enzymatic profile all but 1 isolate produced exoenzymes. These enzymes might also contribute to the pathogenicity of Aeromonas isolates as in other pathogens. 7, 15, 16, 25 Other extracellular products such as enterotoxins were detected in all isolates. The production of enterotoxin has been associated with gastrointestinal disturbances. 6, 7, 9 In this study, the presence of cytotoxin was detected in 2 isolates. Cytotoxins have the capacity to induce damage and/ or cellular death, indicating their potential role as virulence factors in Aeromonas seminal vesiculitis.
Among the 4 isolates, only 1 produced hemolysin in the 3 erythrocyte types tested (human, guinea pig, sheep), even though it produced hemolysin in solid medium. The differences in the chemical composition of the culture medium or 
Acid from: its physical state 19,20 could explain the lack of correspondence between the results obtained in the isolation and virpulence tests, as in previous reports of hemolysin production among A. hydrophila isolates from clinic specimens. 10, 11, 23 Seminal vesiculitis in young bulls 2-4,12,18 constitutes a major economic problem because animals selected for reproduction should be completely free of infectious diseases. This work suggests that A. hydrophila is a possible etiologic agent in bovine seminal vesiculitis. 
Metastatic oral squamous cell carcinoma in a Montagu's harrier (Circus pigargus)
A. Ramis, X. Gibert, N. Majó, J. Grifols Squamous cell carcinoma (SCC) is a malignant neoplasm of squamous epithelial cells that affects all mammal species but most commonly dogs, cats, horses, and cows. Affected animals are mostly adult or aged individuals, and despite having been found in several skin locations, most species have predilection sites. 8 The tumor can also be located in the oral cavity, where it has a higher degree of malignancy, is locally more invasive, especially into bone, and metastasizes to regional lymph nodes but rarely to other organs. 2 SCC of the tonsil is more common in the dog, and SCC of the tongue is more common in the cat, but to a variable degree. 5 Tonsilar SCC in the dog frequently has early metastasis to regional lymph nodes and also metastasizes to lungs, liver, and spleen and rarely other organs. 5 Glosal SCC in the cat also metastasizes to regional lymph nodes, and distant metastasis is less common than in dogs. 2, 5 In avian species, SCC has been observed most frequently in chickens, but it has also been described in captive and free-ranging birds in the skin of the head, eyelids, neck, chest, wings, or around the beak, but it rarely metastasizes. 7 It has also been described in the pharyngeal cavity and tongue of chickens but without evidence of vascular invasion or metastasis. 1, 4 In this report, gross and microscopic findings of an oral SCC with distant metastasis to lung and bone in a Montagu's harrier (Circus pigargus) are described.
A Recovery Center of Torreferrusa (Generalitat de Catalunya) was presented with a flat, rosaceous 6.0-ϫ 3.0-mm mass in the right caudal part of the hard palate. The mass was causing progressive signs of dysphagia. The bird was anesthetized, and the mass was surgically removed. Excised tissue was preserved in 10% neutral buffered formalin and submitted for histologic examination. Microscopically, the mass had broad ulcerated and hemorrhagic areas covered by cellular debris, bacteria, fibrin, and heterophils. The underlying tissue had neoplastic squamous cells arranged in cords, nests, and islands, with intermingled collagen fibers and inflammatory cells. The mass was highly cellular and infiltrative ( Fig. 1 ). Individual tumor cells were round to polyhedral with eosinophilic cytoplasm, round vesicular nuclei, anisokaryosis, and 1 or more prominent nucleoli. Mitotic index was approximately 2-3 mitosis per high-power field, and some atypical mitotic figures were observed. Intercellular bridges and foci of keratinization were rarely seen. A poorly differentiated, invasive squamous cell carcinoma without complete resection was diagnosed, and a very poor prognosis was given. Two months later, the bird again had dysphagia and frequent head shaking. On physical examination of the oral cavity, a 0.5-ϫ 2.0-mm cauliflower-like mass was observed in the area of the previous excision. The bird was reanesthetized for radiographic evaluation of the invasiveness of the tumor. Although the neoplasm apparently did not invade the cranial cavity, a central diaphyseal fracture of the right tibia and a distal diaphyseal fracture of the right radius were observed. Both fractures showed a central radiolucent area delimited by radiodense bands that could correspond to osteolytic areas and might be consistent with metastatic lesions
